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Funding for this Newsletter is provided by a grant from the Cooperative Fire Program of the U.S. Forest Service, 
Department of Agriculture, Pacific Southwest Region, through the California Fire Safe Council and by donations 
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One tree can make 
1,000,000 matches. 

One match can burn 
1,000,000 trees. 

Be Fire Safe 

By Norm Walker 

 Defensible Space  
(Within 30 feet of all structures  

or to property line) 
 Remove all branches within 10 feet of any 

stovepipe or chimney outlet. PRC 4291 (a)(4)  
 Remove leaves, needles or other vegetation 

on roofs, gutters, decks, porches and stair-
ways etc. PRC 4291 (a)(6) 

 Remove all dead or dying trees, branches, 
shrubs or other plants adjacent to or over-
hanging buildings. PRC 4291 (a)(5)  

 Prune lower branches of trees to a height of 6 
to 15 feet, depending on slope (or 1/3 tree 
height for trees under 18 feet) PRC 4291 (a)
(1) 

 Remove all dead or dying grass, leaves, nee-
dles or other vegetation PRC 4291 (a)(1) 

 Remove or separate live flammable ground 
cover and shrubs. PRC 4291 (a)(1) 

 
 Defensible and Reduced Fire Zone  
(within 30 - 100 feet of all structures or to 

property line) 
 Logs or stumps not embedded in the soil 

must be removed or isolated from structures 
and other vegetation. PRC 4291 (a)(1) 

 Remove all dead or dying brush and trees, 
and all dead or dying tree branches within 15 
feet of the ground. (PRC 4291 (a)(1) 

In this issue of our newsletter we have included the checklist that the various fire 
agencies will be using to inspect our homes for abatement compliance (PRC 4291).  It is 
intended to help you self-inspect your property in order to know what work may need to 
be done prior to a fire department inspection. 

Keep in mind that passing your inspection is the bare minimum that legally needs to be 
done.  From the day your home passes, the weeds still continue to grow and the pine 
needles continue to fall.  The price we pay for living on this forested island in the middle 
of a sea of humanity is that fire prevention (abatement) is a 12 month a year job. 

Having said that, use this checklist many times every year to put the odds in your favor 
because there are often more homes in a wildfire than there are fire engines to protect 
them.                              Norm Walker, Retired Division Chief of the San Jacinto Ranger District 

Wildfire Preparation Checklist 

 Other Requirements  
 Clear all flammable vegetation, trash and oth-

er combustible materials 10 feet around and 
above propane tanks. CFC 3807.3 

 Address numbers shall be displayed in con-
trasting colors 3” minimum size (4” preferred) 
and readable from the street or access road. 
CFC 2113.9.1 

 Equip chimney or stovepipe openings with a 
metal screen having openings between 3/8 
inch and 1/2/ inch CBC 2113.9.1 

 
 Other Recommendations  

 Clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above fuels 
(e.g. Woodpiles, lumber, scraps etc.). Move 
woodpiles a far as possible from structures. 
Cover with a tarp, or store in a covered shed. 

 Remove flammable materials stored under 
decks and similar overhangs of structures. 

 Clear vegetation 10 feet from sides and 15 feet 
above all driveways and turnaround areas.  
Replace flammable building materials.  

 

The Fire Safe Council is receiving phone calls from property owners who receive letters requiring corrective actions from their insurance 
company and many of these actions are related to fire safety and the fire code. To have a better understanding of what the insurance 
companies are expecting from their customers, MCFSC contacted several local insurance companies for clarification. The goal is to be able 
to advise our mutual customers about what is expected of them by their insurance and how to maintain their homes and property in a 
condition that is not only in compliance with the fire code but is also in compliance with the requirements of their insurer. 
Here is the list of questions we asked local insurance companies and their answers. A is the abbreviation for Allstate and F for Farmers 
Insurance, the two companies that responded. 

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, 25380 Franklin Drive/ PO Box 507, Idyllwild CA 92549-0507 
Phone: 951-659-6208;  Email: info@mcfsc.org; Website: www.mcfsc.org; Facebook: MCFSC.org 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH INSURANCE COMPANIES 
Insurance information compiled by Greg Ross, Retired Battalion Chief of the San Jacinto Ranger District 

1. Who inspects the properties for the insurance company? 
A-Many insurance companies use 3rd party inspection companies who fill 
out inspection report forms, take pictures of the property, and send to the 
underwriters of the insurance company to review and evaluate. 
F-Farmers Insurance agents, as part of their normal course of business in 
evaluating a risk complete an inspection prior to binding coverage, often 
followed by an inspection by third party service provider to help verify the 
accuracy of the information on behalf of our customers. 
 

2. Are the insurance requirements the same as those of the local fire agen-
cies (PRC 4291-the Californian Fire Code)? 
AS-No. Insurance companies have their own guidelines in order to control 
and to maintain their risk exposure. 
F-Farmers Insurance has similar insurance requirements to those in PRC 
4291-the California Fire Code.  As a part of our SMART Campaign we can 
provide consumers a guide entitled, “Reducing Wildfire Risk.” 
 

3. What are the guidelines used for rates of insuring in wildfire risk areas? 
A-There are several software programs that help an insurance company 
determine how close an individual property is to brush/fire zone areas. (i.e. 
Fireline and Riskmeter) Each insurance company develops it’s own guide-
lines.   
Rates are based on a multitude of factors – including but not limited to: 
building costs in an area which tend to be higher in the mountains due to a 
higher cost of transporting material, snow load requirements, and now fire 
sprinklers and whole house fans are a requirement that increase the cost of 
construction, the material a house is made of, how close it is to brush and 
fire zones, ISO ratings, accessibility and proximity to 24 hr manned fire 
department and fire hydrants. 
F-Just as every individual is unique, we understand that every home and 
geography surrounding the home is unique. Insurance rates for homeown-
ers take in to account a number of different factors, including the character-
istics of the home, the size of the home, location of the home, discounts, 
loss experience and other factors. Every insurer has unique underwriting 
guidelines which are confidential and the release of which would pose a 
competitive risk. A local Farmers agent can help a customer understand 
their coverage options based on each individual property. 

Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council appreciates the support of everyone who has sent in membership dues and/or donations.  Mem-
berships are valid for one year.  We do not send membership reminders, but include a registration form in all newsletters.  You are welcome 
to make a donation or pay membership dues by using PayPal.  Just log on to our website (www.mcfsc.org), click the How to Join link, then 
the Donate link at the bottom of the page.  

TIME TO INSPECT FOR GOLDSPOTTED OAK BORER 
 

This is the time of year when we ask community members to inspect the black oak trees on their property 
for symptoms of a GSOB infestation:  
 Your black oak(s) did not leaf out this year (few to no leaves) 
 The oak leafed out in spring but leaves are smaller than usual 
 The oak did not drop its dead leaves this fall like normal 
If you observe any of these symptoms please call the GSOB Hotline 951-659-8328 to request an inspection 
by trained volunteers. There is no charge for the inspection and you will be called with the results of the 
evaluation. Volunteer inspectors pictured, from left, Eliott Taylor, Aida Quiles, Doris Lombard & Ron Perry. 

4. Will the improved ISO Rating help with Idyllwild’s insurance rates? 
A-It could. 
F-An improved ISO rating will often have a positive effect for consumers. 
The effect of an improved ISO rating on rates will vary by company, so con-
sumers are encouraged to contact their local Farmers agent for additional 
information. 
 

5. Will homeowners insurance cover unlicensed contractors if they are in-
jured while working on my home or if they damage my property? 
A-My best advice is to contact your insurance agent to see how this is treat-
ed specifically to your policy.  Typically no, and it is not advisable to use 
unlicensed contractors to do things a licensed professional should be doing 
for a multitude of reasons.  The Worker’s Comp coverage is for people com-
ing to your home on a regular & part time basis (i.e. house keepers, routine 
maintenance, grounds keepers, babysitters, etc). Double check your policy 
coverages and the terms of your policy in this regard. If an unlicensed per-
son gets injured on your property, that would be most likely a liability lawsuit.  
It’s always best to use licensed professionals when necessary ~ They will 
have their own coverage to protect themselves as well as you if anything 
should arise. 
F-Every claim is unique and is investigated on a case by case basis and 
coverage questions will depend on the circumstances and facts of the injury/
loss. Farmers does not recommend the use of unlicensed contractors. 
 

6. How would your insurance agent feel about providing public education by 
participating in a community meeting, hosted by the MCFSC? 
A-Very interested 
F-Farmers partners with Fire Safe Councils across the state and has partici-
pated in several of their community education events in the past. Our under-
writing guidelines are not public information and we could not comment re-
garding other companies actions.  
 

We wish to thank the insurance companies who shared information for this 
article. Although asked, State Farm did not respond to the questions.  

Fire is Everyone’s Fight 
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WOODIES AT WORK 
Doris Lombard 

In accordance with Federal law and the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy,  Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council is prohibited 
from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. 

SUPERVISOR WASHINGTON 
MEETS WITH THE WOODIES 

On Friday, May 6,  Supervisor Chuck Washington 
and Brian Tisdale and the Woodies got to know more 
about each other, who we are and what our goals are.  
After introductions all around, Ron Perry narrated a 
Power Point presentation depicting a typical workday 
at The HELP Center. We saw Woodie of the Year Pat 
Smith opening the gate to the log- filled woodlot, with 
its empty wood cage.  Going about the process of 
starting up the splitters, manning the chainsaws and 
wheelbarrows, everyone was suited up in their safety 
gear and  the trademark  Woodie orange shirts. A 
continual flow of wheelbarrows full of the freshly 
split wood made trip after trip up the ramp and were 
unloaded and stacked.  By the closing of the HELP 
Center work session, grounds were raked and a full  
supply of cut and stacked wood filled the wood cage.  
At the end of the meeting, wearing their brand new 
honorary Woodie orange tees, Supervisor Washington 
and Brian Tisdale stood in unity with the Woodies for 
a group photo and with a promise to come back again 
to work the wood pile with the Woodies.  

 

2015 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

 

 

 

 

 

SPACE FOR ARROW PRINTING 

 

Fire Season and the Drought 

In preparation for the upcoming fire season, CAL FIRE 
fighters and helicopter crew, out of Ryan Field in Hemet, 
held a training with the US Forest Service and Pine Cove 

Water District. Due to the continuing drought, Foster Lake is 
dry.  If there is a need for  helicopter water, they will utilize 

the Dutch Flats area and a 14,400 gallon inflatable tank. 
 
 

Jerry Holldber, Manager of Pine Cove Water District 

Pictures left, back row: Ron Perry, Stacey Grant, Pat Smith, Janice Fast and Chris 
Kramer. Front row: Doris Lombard, Supervisor Chuck Washington, Edwina Scott, 
Aida Quiles and Legislative Assistant Brian Tisdale. 

  
 

On Oct 30, 2015, Mountain   
Communities Fire Safe Council 
Woodies and Council members 
joined together to honor Pat 
Smith (pictured on the right) as 
Citizen of the Year. The recipi-
ent of this annual award is se-
lected by his or her peers “For 
Outstanding Selfless Service to 
the Community”. The award was 
presented by Bob Royer, the 
2014 recipient (left). 

Woodies pictured above from the left, Dennis Pahuta arrives for 
work, Janice Fast runs the splitter, Norm Walker bringing fuel. 

The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and should not be interpreted as representing the 
opinions or policies of the California Fire Safe Council or the U.S. Government.  Mention of trade names or commercial products 
does not constitute their endorsement by the California Fire Safe Council or the U.S. Government. 

 

ROOFS 
A roof is the most vulnerable surface for em-
bers to land, lodge and start a fire. Replace 
wood shake and shingle roofs with fire-resistant 
types. Routinely remove plant debris, such as 
pine needles, leaves, branches and bark, from 
the roof. 

VENTS 
Cover attic, eave and foun-
dation vents with 1/8 inch 
wire mesh or install new 
ember resistant vents. 

EAVES 
Embers gather under open eaves and 
ignite exposed or other combustible 
material. Cover open eaves with 
sheathing, such as  plywood or fiber-
cement board. 

SIDING 
Combustible siding or overlap-
ping materials provide a surface 
and crevice for embers to nestle 
and ignite. Fill gaps in siding and 
trim materials with a good    
quality caulk and replace poor 
condition building materials.  

WINDOWS 
Replace single pane, non-
tempered glass windows with 
multiple-pane, tempered-
glass types.   

DECKS & BALCONIES 
Ideally, replace deck boards with fire resistant 
types. If this not possible, keep your deck in 
good condition and replace any weathered or 
decayed materials. 
Deck Debris: Remove plant debris from the 
gaps between deck boards, the gap between the 
deck and house, and lying on top of the deck.  
Under the Deck: Remove plant debris, wood 
piles, and other easily ignited materials from 
under decks. 

 

What is a “Hardened” Home? 
 

In the 2013 Mountain Fire, many of us witnessed first hand the distance embers can travel during a wind driven fire. Embers from a wild-
fire will find the weak link in your home’s external fire protection. However, there are measures you can take to safeguard your home from 
wildfire. While you may not be able to accomplish all of the measures listed below, each will increase your home’s, and possibly your 
family’s, safety and survival during a wildfire.   

Information & photos used with permission from the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Ed Smith, Living With Fire 

If a wildfire is threatening: 
 Close all windows and skylights. 
 Remove combustible materials from the porch and deck includ-

ing newspapers, wicker baskets, door mats, pine cones and 
dried flower arrangements, and place BBQ propane tanks in-
doors. 

 Close vehicle windows. Back into the garage and close the gar-
age door or park away from the house. 

 Place combustible patio furniture, such as lounges, tables and 
hammocks, inside the house or garage. 

 Consider covering vent openings with precut plywood or alumi-
num foil folded several layers thick and stapled. 

FLOWERBEDS 
Replace wood mulches with noncombustible types and remove plant debris, including dried grass and flowers, dead leaves and needles, 
and dead branches from flowerbeds next to the house, other buildings, and next to wooden fences.  

We Are Here to Help 
MCFSC’s project manager, Pat Boss 

(photo on the right), would like to work 
with you and help you determine what 
needs to be done to create defensible 

space around your home. 
There is no charge for this service and 

you are under no obligations. 
Grant funds may also be available to 

help with the cost. 
Call today: 951-659-6208 

Color portion of Fire Safe News
is provided at no additional cost

to the Fire Safe Council...
                                        ...best wishes from Kevin

951.654.9101
1400 Mountain Ave • San Jacinto,  CA • 92583


