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If we don’t burn it
when we
can control it,
it will burn
when we can’t.
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2017-2018 San Jacinto Ranger District Prescribed Burn Program
SAN BERNARDINO, Calif., November 15, 2017 – The U.S. Forest Service will

begin their prescribed burning operations on the San Bernardino National Forest
to foster a healthier and natural burn cycle in the forest.
Winter burning projects is a continuous effort to reduce the threat of catastrophic
wildfire and improve forest health. The prescribed fire program will continue
through the winter and spring months as weather and conditions permit.
Prescribed fires including broadcast, understory, and pile burning are intended to
reduce the amount of vegetation, such as needles, small plants, brush, and small
trees, which can carry fire from the forest floor into the treetops. Studies and experience have shown that prescribed fires will stimulate the growth of grasses,
forbs and shrubs that provide food for deer, mountain quail and other wildlife.
The ignition of all prescribed burns is dependent on the availability of personnel
and equipment, appropriate conditions, and in coordination with the National
Weather Service and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
before and during prescribed burns in order to manage smoke production and
minimize impacts as much as possible.
Fire managers follow a burn plan that outlines the “prescription” or environmental conditions such as temperature, wind, fuel moisture, ventilation, and relative
humidity that need to be present before the project begins. When the criteria are
met, crews implement, monitor, and patrol each burn to ensure it meets the goals
and objectives outlined by managers.
Firefighters will also be burning slash and debris piles adjacent to Forest Service
Fire Stations. Signs will be posted along the roadways to alert the public to burning activity. The Forest Service will send out occasional reminders to the public,
alerting to potential smoke in the air.
Continued on page 2
Wildfire does not discriminate. It burns anything in its path.

Funding for this Newsletter is provided by a grant from the Cooperative Fire Program of the U.S. Forest Service,
Department of Agriculture, Pacific Southwest Region, through the California Fire Safe Council and by donations
from our dedicated members.

Prescribed Burns

Continued from Page 1
San Jacinto Mountains Prescribed Burn Locations:
Broadcast and understory burning:
Thomas Mountain, east of Ramona Indian Reservation and west of Garner Valley.
Slash and debris piles burning:
 Pine Cove, south and west of Pine Cove
 Westridge, southeast of Strawberry Creek and west of Dry Creek
 Slash and pile burning near various fire stations
About the U.S. Forest Service: The mission of the Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity and productivity of the nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. The agency
manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and private landowners, and maintains
the largest forestry research organization in the world. Public lands the Forest Service manages contribute
more than $13 billion to the economy each year through visitor spending alone. Those same lands provide 20
percent of the nation's clean water supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. The agency has either a
direct or indirect role in stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S., of
which 100 million acres are urban forests where most Americans live. Learn more at http://www.fs.usda.gov/
sbnf
#
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

MCFSC ANNUAL REPORT
Below is a list of the Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council’s 2017 accomplishments:
Creating defensible space on 43 lots, equaling 42 acres, by removing 147 tons of bio-waste
(U.S. Forest Service grant)
Removing 81 bark beetle infested trees from 31 properties, creating 91 cords of firewood and 72 tons of bio-waste
(CAL FIRE grant)
Creating defensible space on 52 lots, equaling 47 acres, removing 101 tons of bio-waste
(CAL FIRE grant)
Helping low-income families create defensible space (District III, County Improvement Designation Funds)
Completing the Community Wildfire Protection Plan 2017 Update (U.S. Forest Service grant)
The board of directors, staff and volunteers are pleased to have the opportunity to serve the communities
of the San Jacinto Mountains.
Funds for the above programs are provided by a grant from the Cooperative Fire Program of the U.S. Forest Service, Department of
Agriculture, Pacific Southwest Region, through the California Fire Safe Council ; CAL FIRE SRA program and Riverside County
CID funds..
In accordance with Federal law and the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council is prohibited
from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.
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In Support of Prescribed Fire
By Norm Walker,
Board President &
Retired Division Chief of the San Jacinto Ranger District

As the weather changes and the nights get longer, fire season begins to take a short break. A short break because until there is
enough rain to grow annual grass and bring chaparral out of dormancy, fires can return to the environment with one multi-day
wind event. This is why the fire agencies say that we are never really out of fire season in Southern California.
Having said that, after there is a couple of inches of rain and the Santa Ana wind pattern has settled down, the Forest Service
and Cal Fire enter into a “burn window”.
Prescribed burning is so named because the professionals write specific prescription parameters after the agency has completed and signed their environmental document package (NEPA for Feds, CEQA for Cal Fire). The “Burn Plan” sets parameters
for weather, live and dead fuel moisture, rates of spread, suppression forces on scene, backup suppression forces available and
public notification process. Long after a burn is out there is also a monitoring process to evaluate whether or not the desired
end state was met.
In the fall and early winter (if it doesn’t get too wet) there are weather windows that meet all of the criteria in the Burn Plan
and the agencies need to get out there and burn piles, standing brush or timber understory. They do this for two main
reasons: forest health (both flora and fauna) and to help slow down large destructive wildfires.
Before population density was an issue in the United States, lightning caused fire was the great regulator of the environment.*
It kept a balance of young and old flora and returned valuable nutrients to the soil. Maximum diversity in the plant community provides for maximum diversity in the wildlife community. And so it was until the Europeans came to this country. As the
population began moving from east to west so did fire suppression.
After 1910, Congress decided that the forests (and people) should be protected from wildland fire. What they didn’t know was
that their new suppression policy would begin the dismantling of natural processes in the forests. It took about 50 years for
the Forest Service to realize that no matter how many firefighters and how much equipment they could get Congress to fund,
they were losing the battle against the ever increasing size and number of wildfires occurring across the country.
In the mid 1970s fire managers began slowly reintroducing fire back into the forests as a way of reducing the size and intensity
of wildfires. Positive biological effects were documented as well as fire management’s original intent of prescribed fire.
Prescribed fire is a very difficult and expensive process to achieve necessary goals. However, it only costs about 1/10 as much
as fire suppression on the same piece of ground. If a prescribed fire eventually saves homes in a future wildfire, the cost
advantage is astronomical!
The late Vince Lombardi (head coach of the Greenbay Packers) said “The only place success comes before work is in the
dictionary” For prescribed fire to be successful, the fire agencies must work together and the public must work to support the
fire agencies. There is a certain risk that must be accepted. That risk is minimized by preplanning and agency cooperation.
Smoke is an issue for those closest to the burn. The agencies try to avoid weather inversions so that smoke is dissipated as
soon as possible but avoiding smoke completely is, of course, impossible. Putting up with smoke for a few days is part of the
work before the success.
The alternative to aggressive fuels management is to “let nature take its course”. This is normally recommended by those who
live in areas not affected by wildfires! Forests continue to grow even in drought years. Chaparral eventually fills in the space
between trees and sooner or later there comes that ignition that everyone is dreading….
No one believes that every disastrous fire can be prevented but the Forest Service and Cal Fire work hard on their vegetation
management programs to tilt the odds in your favor. Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council asks you to please
support their endeavors.

* In subtropical environments (Hawaii for instance) fire is not a historical environmental factor.

Status of the San Jacinto Mountains Community Wildfire Protection Plan
2017 Update
Great news! We finalized the Community Wildfire Protection Plan 2017 Update in October and it was approved by the
County Board of Supervisors this month. This update lists the hazards and mitigation measures for our communities that
are in the original plan and describes their current status.
The CWPP 2017 Update is posted on line at MCFSC.org, open the CWPP tab.
The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and should not be interpreted as representing the
opinions or policies of the California Fire Safe Council or the U.S. Government. Mention of trade names or commercial products does
not constitute their endorsement by the California Fire Safe Council or the U.S. Government.
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WOODIES
WOODIES 2017 Accomplishments

The Woodies meet once a week at the Idyllwild Help Center to
process trees removed from fuels reduction jobs into fire wood.
Below are the Woodies accomplishments for the past year-

Working sessions: 44



Donated hours:1,224. value $34,373



Amount of firewood produced: 89 tons, value $17,800



Number of Help Center Clients receiving wood: 638

Helped two home owners and the Help Center maintain their
defensible space.
We are looking for a few good men and women to join the
group.
If can push a wheel barrow and would like to join the Woodies as
they help the needy, put on some old clothes, a good pair of
work boots and gloves and come to the Help Center Friday
mornings 8 am –11:30 am.
Pictured above are members of this hard working group in front of a stack of firewood they processed for distribution by the
Idyllwild Help Center. In orange from the front-Ron Perry, Bob Royer, Norm Walker (leaning left) Eliott Taylor, Mark Hunter, Pat
Smith & Dennis Pahuta. Center back in dark blue; Chris Kramer and on the right Gregg Ross.


THANK YOU from the WOODIES

The Woodies want to thank Pacific Slope Tree Co and Pearson Tree Service for their ongoing support of the firewood program by
donating logs.
These contractors make our mountain communities a nicer & safer place.

As the year ends, we want to express
our gratitude to our friends, mountain
neighbors and wonderful partners.
We treasure your support and there is
no time more fitting than now to say
~Thank You~
And wish you a happy holiday season
and a new year of health, happiness &
prosperity.
From all of us at
Mountain Communities
Fire Safe Council

ARROW
Color portion
of Fire Safe News
PRINTING
is provided
at no additional cost
to the Fire Safe Council...
...best wishes from Kevin

951.654.9101

1400 Mountain Ave • San Jacinto, CA • 92583
Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council appreciates the support of
everyone who has sent in membership dues and/or donations.
Memberships are valid for one year. We do not send membership
reminders, but include a registration form in all newsletters.
You are welcome to make a donation or pay membership dues by using
PayPal. Just log on to our website (www.mcfsc.org), click the
How to Join link, then the Donate link at the bottom of the page.
MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, 25380 Franklin Drive/ PO Box 507, Idyllwild CA 92549-0507
Phone: 951-659-6208; Email: info@mcfsc.org; Website: www.mcfsc.org; Facebook: MCFSC.org
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