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A Healthy Forest is a Healthy Habitat 

 

October—May     
is 

Santa Ana Wind 
Season 
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Ready? 

Norm Walker, retired Division Chief of the San Jacinto Ranger District, currently serves as Vice 
President of the MCFSC.  He continues as Incident Commander of SoCal Team 1 and was IC of the 
Lake Fire near Big Bear and the Route Complex in northern California. We asked him to share his 
first-hand information about these two incidents to help us with our prevention efforts. 
The fires that we experienced this summer were a reminder of how volatile the vegetation can be in 
the western United States.  Coupled with the ongoing drought, which leads to insect caused tree 
mortality, the stage was set for a massive fire season.  The only thing missing was an ignition source. 
In late June the Lake Fire (photo below) broke out near Big Bear at about 7,000 feet elevation.  
Normally a fire at that elevation and that early in fire season would be caught with the initial attack 
resources at 10 acres or less.  However, because of the extremely low fuel moistures (drought 
caused), the fire kept spotting out ahead of the firefighter’s hose lays and expanded rapidly through 
the understory and the timber. 
There is a ridge coming off of San Gorgonio peak that is called 10,000 Foot Ridge.  At that elevation 
the trees are small, sparse and, for the most part, there is little ground fuel.  In the past if a fire even 
made it up that high, it would go out by itself due to lack of ground fuel and the presence of snow (in 
June) on the North slopes.  But not this year!   The fire burned right through all of that, over the ridge 
and backed down towards the high desert! 
The good news on the Lake Fire was that it was the only major fire burning at the time and we were 
able to throw all the resources we wanted at it from the Forest Service, Cal Fire and Local 
Government so it was held to a reasonable size (approximately 24,000 acres) with minimal structure 
loss compared to what was about to happen to California in August. 
In August and early September at least three major lightning storms moved through central and 
northern California.  Burning conditions varied depending on wind and slope alignment so some of 
the fires did some environmental good but many of them were very damaging and destroyed 
thousands of homes and hundreds of thousands of acres of standing timber. 
A major difference between the Lake Fire and these fires was the lack of firefighting resources.  Most 
agencies were tapped out by the third lightning storm and many of the fires that had Incident 
Management Teams (IMTs) assigned to them had very few firefighting resources assigned.  Most 
IMTs had between four and eight fires assigned to them and not only had to prioritize which fires to 
fight but what area of individual fires to fight due to lack of resources.  Homes and infrastructure 
were the priority and open forest was not.  Some fires burning in Wilderness areas were simply 
monitored with plans being made for later if fire crews become available. 
So this brings us to the point of fire abatement in communities. If there are a few fires burning in 
California, then the chance of your home being protected by fire engines is pretty good.  But when 
there is a siege going on, your home must stand on whatever abatement has been done prior to the 
fire.  It is one thing to pass your 4291 inspection in the spring but it is another to keep up on that 
abatement all through the year.  Once there are evacuation orders in place, you home’s ability to resist 
ignition is dependent upon what you did up until that time to keep grasses from growing back up to 
the structure and how well you managed the continuing pine needle drop everywhere on your land. 
Fire has no brain and no emotions.  It is an 
exothermic reaction caused by the 
combination of fuel, heat and oxygen.  We 
have ignitions every year and there is 
always oxygen, so the only thing under our 
control is fuel.  We can remove fuel once a 
year to pass our fire inspection or we can be 
vigilant all year long and put the odds in 
our favor. 
As Santa Ana wind season approaches, 
please be vigilant!  It’s the price we pay for 
the life style we chose to live!  

By Norm Walker 
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WOODIES AT WORK 
Doris Lombard and Stacy Grant 

In accordance with Federal law and the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy,  Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council is prohibited 
from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. 

DEADWOODING PINE TREES 
by Josh Whitney. Owner Pacific Slope Tree Co. 

 

Our office recently received several phone calls from owners of pines that started oozing sap after having the dead wood removed to    
comply with the fire code. We asked one of our contractors, Josh Whitney, why this is happening and what can be 
done to avoided it.  Below is his response.  
A problem that can occur with cutting and trimming deadwood from trees (especially pines) is “bleeding”, i.e. sap 
running down the tree or dripping from limbs (see photo on the right).  There are many factors that cause this.  
Time of year of the  trimming/cutting and quality of the cut. 
A very common one that I observe is cutting the “collar” off with the limb!  The collar is the knob around the 
branch where it meets the trunk and may vary in size from no collar at all to very large ones.  It is very important 
to leave the collar.  A proper cut will allow for the quickest healing and reduce/eliminate bleeding.  The sap from a 
pine tree flows from spring to fall and is basically the growing season.  Deadwooding, if done correctly can be 
done year round.  There are always exceptions and these are general guidelines. 
 Some cuts take time and thought and some creativity. 
 Sometimes “bleeding” cannot be avoided and will occur regardless. 
 Circumstances that trump these practices are: safety, fire hazards, etc.  Most of the time it is obvious what to do.  For more information 

go online or check out most tree books.  

Woodies pictured at 
work, 1-Pat Smith; 2-
Eliott Taylor (lt) & 
Bob Royer; 3-Norm 
Walker (lt), Bob Royer 

(rt) & Pat Smith (center) splitting wood; 4-Stacy 
Grant bucking logs; 5-Doris Lombard (lt) & Eliott 
Taylor splitting rounds with a maul;6-Stacy Grant; 
7-Bill Baker (lt) & Janice Fast splitting logs; 8-
Doris Lombard stacking firewood in the cage; 9-
Norm Walker; 10-Pat Smith( lt) & Ron Perry. 
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WOODIES  2015 Accomplishments  
Number of Properties Abated 17 
Cords of wood for the Help Center 66 
Volunteer hours 1,758 
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FAREWELL AND BEST WISHES 
It is with mixed emotions that MCFSC  announces 
the retirement of Don Patterson effective last 
April.  Don (photo on lt) was a tremendous part of 
Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council, working 
as lead Project Manager and beloved Woodies  
Coordinator for more than 10 years.  Don’s 
retirement is our loss, but a well deserved respite 
for him.  All of us at MCFSC wish him a long and  
happy retirement and hope he enjoys it to the 
fullest.  
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The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and should not be interpreted as representing the 
opinions or policies of the California Fire Safe Council or the U.S. Government.  Mention of trade names or commercial products 
does not constitute their endorsement by the California Fire Safe Council or the U.S. Government.  
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A healthy, living soil community is the basis of a healthy forest.  We accept that we must do all we can to take the necessary measures to 
protect our home, as well as the homes and habitats of the animals and plants with which we share the land. 
What can we do to promote soil health and maintain a balance between forest health and fire safety? 
Keep some native plant cover on slopes and create a water harvesting system of berms, water walls and swales to slow down rain runoff, 
allowing it to soak into and preserve the soil, instead of eroding the valuable topsoil away.   

 

 

Use islands of native vegetation rather than continuous lines of 
vegetation fuels, and existing rock, stone paths, gravel and/or sand 
in the 0-30' zone around your house.  Figure 5 (above) 
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More photos available on our Facebook page: MCFSC.org  
and on our website: www.MCFSC.org 

Figure 1 (left) shows eroded land 
denuded of native vegetation. 

Figure 3 (lt) is how a system of controlled water flow developed over 
the years to slow down the flow of water from downspouts and rain 
runoff and allow the water to percolate deeply into the soil. Prepare 
now for the predicted El Nino's increased precipitation.  

Incorporate wide, terraced paths cleared of flammable 
material into the water harvesting system, thereby creating 
mini fuel breaks at intervals throughout the 30'-100' zones 
and beyond.  Figure 4 (above) shows such a combination 
fuel break path. 

Fire Safe Property with Forest Health  
By Doris Lombard 

2 

3 

4 

5 

2015 GSOB Inspections 
Number of Hours Donated to GSOB Inspections  183 
Number of Mapping/Windshield Inspections 7 
Number of Suspect GSOB Oak Inspections 56 
Number of Suspect GSOB Trees Identified 9 

2015 Fuels Reduction Accomplishments 
Roofs replaced (since 2013) 95 
Number of Properties Abated 134 
Amount of Biomass from Fuels Reduction 372 Tons 
Education & Outreach Activities 8 

Figure 2 (right) a healthier 
similarly sloped land with 

vegetation.   

Remember, the most critical person in preparing & protecting 
your property from fire is not the firefighter; 

it is you, the property owner. 
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Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council appreciates the support of everyone who has sent in membership dues 
and/or donations.  Memberships are valid for one year.  We do not send membership reminders, but include a regis-
tration form in all newsletters.  You are welcome to make a donation or pay membership dues by using PayPal.  Just 
log on to our website (www.mcfsc.org), click the How to Join link, then the Donate link at the bottom of the page.  
THANK YOU!  Together can we keep our communities fire safe. 
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MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, 25380 Franklin Drive/ PO Box 507, Idyllwild CA 92549-0507 
Phone: 951-659-6208;  Email: info@mcfsc.org; Website: www.mcfsc.org; Facebook: MCFSC.org 

In April, MCFSC invited the U.S. Forest Service, CALFIRE, and the University of California to give an update on the current status of the 
Goldspotted Oak Borer.  Approximately 75 community members attended the meeting which was held at the Idyllwild Nature Center. 
How many oaks have been infested and are the efforts of the community 
making a difference were the questions on everyone's mind. Supervisor 
Chuck Washington opened the meeting.  Chief Bratcher told the group that 
the number of infested oaks had grown to approximately 60. Dr. Scott 
added that if the number continues to grow at the current rate, the borer 
may not be as devastating in the mountain communities as it was in San 
Diego area where it has killed over 80,000 oaks. 
Since April, the number of infested trees has grown to over 100 and some 
have been identified on  the national forest.  Also, the GSOB has been 
discovered in a small mountain community in LA County (Green Valley) 
likely due to bringing in infested firewood from San Diego. 

Community members can make a difference!  Please take time to look at the black oak trees 
on your property to see if they are displaying any of the following symptoms.  
 Your black oak(s) did not leaf out this year (few to no leaves) 
 The oak leafed out in spring but leaves are smaller than usual 
 The oak did not drop its dead leaves this fall like normal 
If you observe any of these symptoms please call the GSOB Hotline 951-659-8328 to request 
an inspection. Trained GSOB inspectors will evaluate your oak(s) to determine if GSOB is the 
cause.  You will be contacted with the results of the evaluation.  There is no charge for the 
inspection.  The inspectors can also provide you with information about this pest. Thank you 
for your help! 

Panel discussion during the meeting, left to right: Edwina Scott, 
MCFSC; Kayanna Warren, USFS; Dr. Tom Scott, UCR; Chief 
Gregg Bratcher, CALFIRE; Kevin Turner, UCR and Facilitator, 
Chris Kramer, MCFSC 

From left-Kevin Turner, UCR; Dr. Tom 
Coleman, U.S.  Forest Service; & Gregg 
Bratcher, CALFIRE Forester 

GOLDSPOTTED OAK BORER COMMUNITY MEETING 

Whatever you do, be extremely cautious about buying oak firewood, and  
avoid wood from off the Hill. 

Fore more information on the dangers of infested firewood, see GSOB.ORG 

Supervisor Washington Meets  
with MCFSC 

In July, Exec. 
Director Edwina 
Scott (pictured 
below, second 
from the lt.) and 
Board Treasurer 
Jerry Holldber, 
(second from the  
rt.), met with the 
new third district 
supervisor, Chuck 

Washington (rt.) & his legislative assistant Brian Tisdel (lt.) 
at the county office in Hemet. 
Edwina and Jerry gave an overview of the organization’s 
mission, goals and accomplishments to help him better 
understand the  organization.  The fire safe council staff and 
board members look forward to working with our new 
district representative. 

Color portion of Fire Safe News
is provided at no additional cost

to the Fire Safe Council...
                                        ...best wishes from Kevin

951.654.9101
1400 Mountain Ave
San Jacinto • CA • 92583
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