A Healthy Forest is a Healthy Habitat

NEWSLETTER
VOLUME 25 SPRING 2019
951.659.6208

Board of Directors
Officers:
Norm Walker .......................... President
Chris Kramer .................. Vice President
Marvin Spreyne ........................ Secretary
Jerry Holldber ......................... Treasurer
Doris Lombard ..........................Director
Staff:
Edwina Scott ........... Executive Director
Pete Coy ....................... Project Manager

It generally takes
more work
to live here
compared to
city life
but the rewards
are sure worth it!

Happy
Birthday
SMOKEY!

Wildfire Abatement; a Group Effort
By Norm Walker,
Board President & Retired Division Chief of the San Jacinto Ranger District

As we enjoy spring after a very wet winter, the great irony of wildfire presents itself to us
again.
Fire managers worry about the fire year after a dry winter because the live fuel moisture
never comes up very far and begins to drop off early in the year. This has been the case for
the last two fire years. The winter of 2018-19 was wet enough to provide good live fuel
moisture recovery in almost all areas of California.
The aforementioned irony is that after a wet winter, nature switches the fire danger from
trees/chaparral to a monstrous annual grass crop. This grass crop dies and then provides
extra heat to chaparral causing it to burn despite its elevated fuel moisture!
Fire agencies have tried lately to refrain from using the “worst fire season ever” statement.
The reason for this is twofold. The first is that there are too many variables out there like
arson, lightning, accidental fire starts and Santa Ana wind events that nobody can accurately
predict. The second is the cumulative effect of global warming year after year which no one
(living) has ever had to deal with.
The old dogs of the fire agencies used to say that a record setting fire season would happen
about once every 10 years. In the ‘80s that interval began to shorten, slowly but surely until
now, California sets new records every year or every other year.
So why present a short fire/fuels/weather history lesson? Because recognizing and
combating the “new normal” will require a renewed commitment from fire agencies and
private citizens to overcome the threat.
The Forest Service, CAL FIRE, Riverside County Fire and Idyllwild Fire are meeting their
responsibilities through prescribed fire, fuel break construction and home inspections. The
last but not least members of the group are the home owners. The full time residents,
weekenders and rental owners must all make a yearlong effort at keeping their properties
compliant with PRC 4291. Just passing one annual inspection is not good enough if you
have expectations of seeing your home in tact after the next evacuation. The needles, leaves
and pine cones continue to fall all year long and this year we will probably have more than
one grass crop because of the wet winter.
The Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council is well funded this year thanks to grants from
CAL FIRE and the U.S. Forest Service. Don’t put off calling us if you need a dead tree(s)
removed or brush cut within 100 feet of your buildings (951-659-6208).
We also have information on hardening
your home by replacing old attic vents
THANK YOU
with ember proof vents as well as other
To
the
Idyllwild
Community Fund
advice to keep ember cast from igniting
The Idyllwild
your home.
Community Fund
Even though there is no 100% guarantee
awarded a grant to the
of success with fire abatement, what you
are doing is tilting the odds in your favor Mountain Communities
Fire Safe Council
and, importantly, firefighters favor.
Woodies to purchase a
When firefighters choose homes to
defend, they choose the ones that require chainsaw to help
convert larger logs
the least amount of preparation and have
into firewood. Pictured
the most chance of survivability.
is Norm Walker (L) and
If everyone in the group does their part,
Pat Smith with the new
we will maximize our survivability and
32” saw and one of the
minimize our structural and environmen- larger rounds that
tal losses.
became firewood.

Funding for this Newsletter is provided by a grant from the Cooperative Fire Program of the U.S. Forest Service,
Department of Agriculture, Pacific Southwest Region, through the California Fire Safe Council and by donations
from our dedicated members.

Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council
MCFSC has been assisting residents living in the Jan Jacinto Mountain WUI for 17 years. We may be able to help you
with your hazardous fuels abatement and dead tree removal within the defensible space area of your dwelling.
Here are some examples of recent job
By Pete Coy, MCFSC Field Supervisor

Top photo (before work) Here is a home in Idyllwild that
you can barely see from the street.
Bottom photo (after work) Here is the same home after
MCFSC assistance with hazardous fuels abatement.





Top photo (before work) A pocket of beetle kill pine trees
in close proximity to several dwellings in Idyllwild.
Bottom photo (after work) The same area after MCFSC
assistance with dead tree removal.

Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council Has Grant Funds to Help You
Prepare Your Property for Fire Season
If your property needs more work than you can handle, grant funds are available to help you hire a licensed,
insured contractor.
If you have dead, dying or diseased trees, grant funds are available.to help you remove them.
Funds are available to help low-income and senior citizens with their fuels reduction, thanks to our 3rd District
Supervisor.
For more information a free consultation call 951-849-9688

San Jacinto Ranger District, San Bernardino National Forest
Subject: Hazardous Fuels Reduction
2019 Fuel Treatments on National Forest Land:

May 2, 2019

Thomas Mountain Unit 2- 1,074 acres of broadcast burning to build community defense in the community of Garner Valley. Treatment consists primarily of aerial ignition and some hand firing,
striving to break up the age class of fuel bed. 2019 we have completed 500 acres and will be building upon this
at the end of the year.
Pine Cove Fuel Break- 234 acres of broadcast burning to build community defense in the community of Pine Cove.
Treatment consists of hand ignitions striving to consume 30-70% of the ground fuels. 2019 we have completed
45 acres to date, this is a continuing project.
Pine Cove Fuel Break- 4 acres of pile burning within the fuel break to allow for broadcast burning. 2019 4 acres
completed.
West Ridge Fuel Break- 66 acres of pile burning to reduce fuel loads to the southwest portion Idyllwild. This fuel
break system was instrumental to success during the Cranston Fire. Treatment ranges from 100-300 feet in
width and is a strategic location for firefighters to defend the community of Idyllwild. 2019 we have completed
13 acres, the fuel break is just about complete and will go into a maintenance rotation.
San Bernardino National Forest Fire Stations- Each year we clear grass, needles, brush and limbs around our fire stations for a combined acreage of 52 acres. We are striving to produce a good public image of what quality defensible
space looks like, this is a work in progress and we are in the process of increasing our treatment areas.
Matt Ahearn, Battalion Chief 52,
San Bernardino National Forest, San Jacinto Ranger District

Riverside County
Accomplishments
By Chief Gregg Bratcher
Division Chief and Forester
The CAL FIRE Riverside Unit was successful in coordinating and implementing Unit funded projects that provided
direct protection to the residents of Riverside County. Unit funded projects completed in 2018-19 included: Truck Trail
Maintenance, Vegetation Management Plans (VMP), and miscellaneous Fuel Reduction projects. Some of the completion accomplishments for projects in and around the communities of Idyllwild and Pine Cove are as follows:
Astro Camp Upper Dry Creek: This project is a multi-year entry fuels reduction project with a goal of creating
safer Ingress/Egress on Highway 243 which is major evacuation route for the communities in and around
Idyllwild, CA. The project consists of chipping onsite and piling fuels for future burning of hazardous fuels.
The project is a total of 70 acres. This project was a major factor for not allowing the Cranston Fire (July
2018) to enter the community of Idyllwild.
Truck Trail Maintenance: This project is an ongoing and important fire truck trail infrastructure project, completed via Riverside’s Heavy Fire Equipment Operators (HFEO). The work included filling of riling/rutting
portions of the trails and completing a final grade for the insurance of passage for fire equipment.
Red Hill VMP: This project is a fuel reduction project encompassing the Red Hill truck trail and beyond ranging
from Alhatti to the Idyllwild Arts Institution. The project will create a 300’ fuels modification project to help
protect the citizens of Pine Cove and Idyllwild from a catastrophic wildfire.
Dead/Dying/Disease tree removal program: This project assisted with the removal of 15 infected oak trees with
GSOB.
With the fuels reduction efforts, it is still imperative that landowners conduct their annual defensible space efforts on
their properties. These efforts will help make the mountain communities much more resilient to catastrophic wildfire.

Improving your home’s chances of surviving a wildfire begins with you!
By Mark LaMont, Acting Chief
I would like to thank our extremely diligent property
owners for their continued commitment to preparedness and prevention. In 2018 your efforts were
nothing short of amazing. Your continued efforts,
together with the efforts of your emergency and fire
service agencies were instrumental in the overall success during the 2018 Cranston Fire. Looking forward
to 2019 your Idyllwild Fire team is making every effort to provide you with exceptional service, with our
primary focus on protecting lives, property and the environment. As conditions continue to support the
ongoing threat of fire, your abatement and fuel reduction effort in conjunction with ongoing planning,
prevention and preparedness will be instrumental to all future successes. Your IFPD Fire Prevention
services team is committed to and focused on making our community safe. Every day our commitment to
planning and emergency preparedness ensures that we will meet the needs of
our residents, visitors and business owners. Our ongoing inspection and
abatement program takes us out to each of the 3571 parcels in Idyllwild, these
annual abatement inspections provide us with a unique opportunity to not only
inspect these parcels, but it also provides us with the chance to interface with
and enlighten our community members on the importance of their continued
commitment to proper abatement and fuels reduction. Ensuring that the
community and our neighbors are fire wise and fire safe through Education
and Enforcement is a top priority. Maintaining relationships, open communications with our citizens and cooperators helps to prepare and keep our
community safe. Continued planning, effort, and cooperation with you and our
partners of the United States Forest Service, Riverside County Fire, CAL FIRE
and the Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council will prove to be the recipe
for a safe and successful future.

Thank you, Mark LaMont

WOODIES
WOODIES HELP WITH REFORESTATION

Above are the Woodies who helped Doris Lombard with
her fire abatement. L-R: Pat Smith (behind truck), Norm
Walker, Mark Hunter, Bob Royer, Kim Fryer, Eliott
Taylor, Doris, Gregg Ross, Dan Felix and Pete Coy, not
pictured Edwina Scott and Noah Whitney and his crew
from Pacific Slope Tree Co. who were a tremendous help.
Pictured above is the Woodies planting team, L to R Alen THANK YOU EVERYONE!
Graham; John Ladley, retired U.S.F.S.; Eliott Taylor; Kim
Farewell Dear Friend
Fryer; Charles Wentz, U.S.F.S. forester; Edwina Scott; and
Norm Walker, retired U.S.F.S.
It with great sadness that we inform
you of the passing of Ron Perry, a
Last November, after the Cranston fire burned a large
valued board member and Woodie
swath of U.S. Forest Service land In May Valley, Charles
for more than 15 years. Ron brought
Wentz, U.S. Forest Service forester demonstrated to a team
his passion and enthusiasm to the
of Woodies (pictured above), how to plant Jeffrey Pine
council as he provided community
saplings in the burned area. The first day they planted
education about fire safe matters
about 150 saplings. Later, the Woodies worked with
and the Goldspotted Oak borer. Our
students from Idyllwild Arts. Together they planted
mountain communities are better
between 800 to 1,000 saplings.
because of Ron.
We called Forester Wentz to see how the trees are doing
and he reported, “Although no formal surveys have been
His greatest love was for his wife,
done to assess survival rates, I would say that somewhere
Doris, and his family. Our hearts go out to them and to all
between 25-40% of the trees survived. 30% would be a
who were touched by his wonderful talents.
good estimate. The trees did put on considerable growth
through the winter, somewhere along 1-2 inches.

Now is the perfect time to
get prepared for wildfire.
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THANK YOU!!
Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council wish to thank
the following for providing funds to help our mountain communities prepare for a wildland fire—
 CAL FIRE and the California Climate Investments






program
U.S. Forest Service and the California Fire Safe
Council
3rd District County Supervisor
The Idyllwild Community Fund
The many MCFSC generous members!!
In accordance with Federal law and the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council is prohibited
from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.

