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Elder Oaks of Idyllwild

By Dr. Tom Scott

A Over the past few years, the Mountain A Unfortunately, we now know their age because
Communities Fire Safe Council and the over 800 these oaks have been killed over the
University of California have documented the last 10+ years by an introduced beetle, the
age of black oaks killed by beetles in the San Goldspotted oak borer (GSOB) i an exotic
Jacinto Mountains, with the surprising pest from Arizona brought to Idyllwild and Pine
conclusion that many of these trees were Cove in firewood. These borers show a
present when California became a state in preference for the elder oaks of Idyllwild,

1850. The oldest black oak we have found leaving the smaller, younger trees (less than
was 320+ years old, which means it was 50 years old) unaffected.

growing in Pine Cove in the late 1600s




A ' The tree photographed above
Oaks. Now completely hollow inside, this tree was
deemed to be a hazard and was removed from alongside
a popular hiking trail.
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o n e Ao Courltirdy yhe ringsiofl thils dosind &f loak,avhich is also
hollowing out from age, shows us this tree was alive and
growing in Idyliwild during the American Civil War!






The Arrival of GSOB to the San Jacint
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A GSOB was first discovered in Idyliwild-Pine
Cove in 2012

A Brought to our mountain on firewood
transported up from North County San Diego

A 53 infested trees were identified by 2014

A Now, in 2024, that number is likely in the
thousands
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How Are We Treating the Problem?

Outreach and Education

A The MCFSC hosts large community events
each summer

A Attendees can learn about GSOB and how to
identify infestations in their own backyards

A Heavy emphasis on Don't Move Firewood!
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This is a reminder to everyone to only buy local firewood (not from me, | don't sell it). All those oaks

. that are dying around your neighborhood are dying because someone brought an invasive insect

- called Gold Spotted Oak Borer from their home in San Diego. Don't get citrus, avocado or

eucalyptus. Only buy local mountain species like pine, oak, cedar, or manzanita. Hemet is not local.

¢ Anza is not local. Palm Desert/Springs, Banning, Temecula, Murrieta, all not local. Local means

y Idyliwild, Pine Cove, Fermn Valley, Mountain Center. That's where the tree needs to be harvested from,

_not where the wood guy lives. There are guys living up here and working up here that regularly sell

" wood from off the hill. Nothing against them or their labor, but we all need to do our part to keep
the next invasive tree insect or disease from getting established up here. The scary ones are outlined

in this link, and they have been found in hundreds of species of firewood.




How Are We Treating the Problem?

Outreach and Education

A The best tool for hunting GSOB? Your eyes!

A The MCFSC engages local garden clubs,
HOAs, and school groups to KEEP THEIR
EYES OPEN!




